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LWV/RSC RIVER AWARD WINNERS 2003-2008 
 
2003 AWARD WINNERS 
 
Billerica 

River Steward Award 
Kevin Gilligan, founding member, Concord River Environmental Stream Team 

 
Conservation Award 
Joann Giovino, member of the Billerica Conservation Commission 

 
Carlisle 

River Steward Award 
Greg Peterson, leader in the Carlisle Land Trust 

 
Concord 

River Steward Award 
Mill Brook Task Force 

 
Conservation Award 
Musketequid Arts and Environment Program 

 
Lincoln 

Conservation Award 
In memory of Ann Gannett, State Representative and Chair of the State Water 
Supply Citizen Advisory Committee for her leadership and commitment 

 
Sudbury 

Conservation Award 
Frank and Ursula Lyons and the Hop Brook Association 

 
Wayland 

River Steward Award 
Sally Newbury, Committee to establish the Wild and Scenic River Designation 

 
Conservation Award 
Lewis Russell, Russell’s Garden Center, for environmentally sensitive advocacy 
for water conservation 

 

2004 AWARD WINNERS 
 

Billerica  
Ellen Rawlings  
Billerica Selectperson, whose tenure has been marked by numerous strong 
stands for the environment and development of a Recreation and Open Space 
Plan 

 
Carlisle 

Vivian Chaput, posthumous award given for her commitment to land planning 
and protection through 17 years of service on the Planning Board and 8 years as 
a Selectman.  
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Concord 

CCHS students Emma Schumacher, Elena Coleman and Katie Lebling for 5 
years of enthusiastic participation in the Organization for the Assabet River Clean 
Up project 

 
Lincoln 

Anna Rollins, Rural Land Foundation and Jane Leyton, Conservation 
Commission, as leaders of the Lincoln Green Fair Initiative, an innovative, 
educational and fun approach to live in an environmentally friendly way  

 
Maynard   

Jennifer Steel, Conservation Commission and Paul Boothroyd, Historical 
Society, were instrumental in the restoration of the Ice House Landing, a 
brownfield site redeveloped as a public park on the banks of the Assabet River  

 
Sudbury 

The Sudbury Earth Decade Committee, for their education, advocacy and 
passion to minimize the use of toxic pesticides in the environment at a local and 
state level.  

 

OUTSTANDING RIVER STEWARD AWARD 
Marian Thornton, for her courage and lifetime of leadership in pioneering conservation 
efforts that protect the natural environment of the Concord area for future generations.  
 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE AWARD 
Bill Sullivan, Concord, for his vision, leadership and tireless ten-year effort to seek wild 
and scenic designation for the Sudbury, Assabet and Concord Rivers.   

 

2005 AWARD WINNERS 
 
Acton 
 Mary Michelman and the Acton Stream Awareness Project 
  
Billerica 

Margaret Hannon-Rizza, Assistant Director, Recreation Department, Town of 
Billerica, for implementation of the Open Space-Recreation Plan 

  
Carlisle 

Louise Hara & the Carlisle Trails Committee for creating the River Trail 
Boardwalk encouraging awareness and enjoyment 

   
Concord 

C.C. King, co-founder of the Musketaquid Arts and Environment Program for her 
leadership in organizing the Musketaquid Earth Floats and Earth Day program 
  

Lincoln 
Jen James, The Food Project, for leadership in development of Sustainable 
Agriculture and Workshops 
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Sudbury 
Grove Wadman, for passionate involvement in the SuAsCo Fisheries 
Restoration Program and Assabet River Refuge Clean Up 

  
Wayland 

George Lewis, Founder of the Sudbury Valley Trustees and conservation 
visionary 

  
Westborough 
 Chris Rogers and Stephanie Garrett, Mill Pond School’s Everyday Heroes 
  

2006 AWARD WINNERS 
 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CONSERVATION HERO AWARD 
Steve Meyer of Sudbury, was honored for a lifetime of conservation leadership for the 
Town of Sudbury and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts  

 
Acton  

Jim Snyder-Grant and the Acton Land Stewardship Committee who made 
Acton’s 1650 acres of conservation land and associated waters accessible to the 
public, yet protective of their resources.   

 
Billerica  

Betsy Gallagher for many years of service as the Concord River’s ambassador 
in Billerica, generously guiding many visitors on her pontoon boat.   

 
Bedford  

Dave Ranney, Bedford Trails Committee, who brings the public to enjoy and 
appreciate Bedford’s portion of the Concord River. 

 
Carlisle  

Lynn Knight has, for the past 6 years, volunteered to do water quality 
monitoring for the Organization for the Assabet River.   

 
Concord  

Bob LeMaire, a beloved teacher at the Thoreau School, for implementation of 
the River Schools project for all 5th graders due to his energy and commitment. 

 
Sudbury  

Karen and Ron Riggert who are models of local community involvement in 
watershed protection   

 
Wayland  

In memory of Ken Moon, honored for his tireless commitment to conservation 
efforts in Wayland, in the watershed and in the State 

 
Southborough  

Freddie Gillespie, founder of the Sudbury River Watershed Organization in 
response to the Sudbury River running dry in 1999.   
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2007 AWARD WINNERS 
 

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
The Rowan Family, Southbridge Boat House, Concord 

 

CARLISLE 
Peter Burn, Carlisle Conservation Commission and SuAsCo Watershed 
Association 

 
CONCORD 
 Susan Erickson, teacher and her 4th grade class, Thoreau School  
 
FRAMINGHAM 
 Michele Grzenda, Conservation Agent 
 
SUDBURY 

Mike and Anne Meixsell, co-founder, Hop Brook Protection Association, lifelong 
environmental activists and mentors 

 
WAYLAND 

Brian M. Donahue, Professor and Director of the Environmental Studies 
Program, Brandeis University, author and local expert on the great meadows of 
the Sudbury River valley. 
 

2008 AWARD WINNERS 
 
BEDFORD 
 Libby Herland 
 
BILLERICA 
 Chris Landry 
 
CARLISLE 
 Thomas and D’Ann Brownigg 
 
CONCORD 
 Thoreau School Riverwalk Committee 
 
MAYNARD 
 Liz Lezenger and Mike Stevens, Fowler Junior High School 
 
SUDBURY 
 Susan Crane 
 
WAYLAND 
 Sudbury Valley Photographers 

 


